the text, but reference lists are included at the end of each chapter. As a record of the views in obstetrics of one medical school this book has value, but it is doubtful whether it adds to what is already available to the student. G This book is more than the record of a meeting held over two years ago in Denver, Colorado. The annual publication of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons has become a source of reference to many valuable papers by those whose names are familiar to neurosurgeons all over the world; one might almost say that it had become 'required reading'. Each year an outstanding senior neurological surgeon is the principal guest and speaker. On this occasion it was Dr James Poppen who was thus honoured, and he has contributed three of the chapters in the volume.
Vascular abnormalities were the subject of four papers, among the authors of which were Poppen, Hamby, French and Logue. They spoke on anterior communicating aneurysms, carotidcavernous fistulae, cerebrovascular malformations, and posterior fossa aneurysms, respectively. They are all of considerable interest, particularly the last which covers a relatively unexplored field. There is another group of four papers on some aspects of paediatric neurosurgery which form a useful collection, especially the one on orbital tumours in children by MacCarty and his colleagues. Among the remaining miscellaneous papers, that by Dr Drake on lesions of the brachial plexus deserves mention, for it is a subject on which many seek clarification of their ideas.
We welcome this volume which well maintains the standard of its predecessors, and wish prosperity to the Society whose congress it records. Oxford: Blackwell ScientificPublications 1965 This is an addition to the 'Lecture Notes' series covering the field of general surgery but excluding orthopaedics and fractures. The authors' aim has been to set out the facts of surgery, classified and brought into a logical order, using as a basis their own course for the final year student. The result is something between a synopsis and a textbook of surgery but less wearying to read than a synopsis and more precise than a textbook. It is an excellent account of surgical practice but even in its concise form runs to 369 pages of solid factual knowledge. One wonders if the student should really be expected to cram so much fact merely to enable him to qualify. The book will be deservedly popular with students, especially for rapid reference to any particular topic. The quality of the book and its form are very pleasing, the few line drawings are well chosen and bring out the points they illustrate clearly.
L T COTTON
Office Practice of Otolaryngology by Abraham R Hollender MSc MD FACS pp 640 illustrated £5 8s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1965 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Dr Hollender in his foreword says that the book is neither a primer nor a typical textbook, because it presupposes adequate basic knowledge of ear, nose and throat diseases. It is intended as a guide to procedures which may be carried out in the office.
The first 190 pages are devoted to remarks of general consideration in dealing with diseases of the ear, nose and throat. There are sections on diet and various therapeutic substances, ranging from vitamins to antibiotics and other physical forms of treatment, such as actinotherapy and radiotherapy. Considerable space is given to psychology, and there is an account of psychiatric conditions, including paranoia and schizophrenia. Much of this section is somewhat repetitive and might well be abbreviated. The section on diseases of the ear is conventional and sound in practice, but few would agree with the treatment of acute otitis media by deep X-rays. The section on Meniere's disease is rather sketchy, and the procedure of desensitization to histamine no longer finds favour in this country. The removal of considerable tonsillar remnants by electrocoagulation is advocated, and it is claimed that a septic tonsil may be 'sterilized by a single application'. In spite of considerable advances in the study of virus infections in the upper respiratory tract, there is but one small paragraph devoted to it. The last section is devoted to emergency in otorhinolaryngology, including such conditions as epistaxis and foreign bodies. This contains some useful hints.
The book is written in an informal style, and the text is illustrated by some interesting case histories.
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